	Marquis Dusquense

1700-1778
Governor-General of New France
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The War that Made America 
	Born in France, Ange Duquesne de Menneville joined the navy at an early age which was a family tradition.  His father was a rear-admiral.  In 1752 he became the 

Governor of New France. His instructions were "to make every possible effort to drive the English from our lands . . . and to prevent their coming there to trade."  He ordered a military expedition under Paul Marin* de La Malgue to occupy the Ohio valley and build forts along the waterways.  The French named the fort at the Forks of the Ohio in his honor.  In 1755, he returned to the navy and was replaced by Pierre de Rigaud de Vaudreuil de Cavagnial.  
	Lienard de Beaujeu

1711-1755

Captain
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The War that Made America 
	Daniel -Hyacinthe - Marie Lienard de Beaujeu was born in Quebec. Beaujeu had developed a skill for working with Native Americans.  He served as commandant of Ft. Detroit and Ft. Niagara.  He was placed in command of Ft. Duquesne but due to an impending attack, he chose not to make changes.  He instead personally led an attack on Braddock’s forces.  Although he was killed at the beginning of the battle, his ability to convince the Indian allies to accompany the French was the key to the battle.  Dumas took over command from the fallen Beaujeu and along with Langlade and native allies routed the British. 

	Charles Bonin

1733- c.1792
Private
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The War that Made America 
	At age 18, Charles Bonin with his father’s permission set off to work for his uncle.  As fate would have it, he ended up in New France.  There ‘Jolicoeur’ (his nickname) joined the colonial troops.  Through his journal  one can get a glimpse of the life experiences of a private in La Marine.  He observed the natural environment, the Native Peoples, Canadian and American cultures.  He was present at Ft. Necessity, Braddock's defeat, and the siege of Fort Levis.  He made and lost a fortune in trade goods during his years in North America.  He returned to France after the war.
	De Jumonville

1718-54

Ensign
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The War that Made America 
	Joseph Coulon de Villiers, Sieur de Jumonville was born in Quebec.  His father was an officer in the French Army. At age 15,  he also joined the army.  In 1754, he was given instructions to find the British, inform his commander and then give notice to the British that land west of the Allegheny Mountains was French territory. While waiting for instructions,  Jumonville and his escort were ambushed by British under the command of George Washington.  When the skirmish ended Jumonville lay  wounded.    Tanaghrisson moved forward, killed and scalped him. This incident  ignited a war between France and Britain.


	Legardeur de St. Pierre

1701-1755

Captain
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The War that Made America 
	Jacques Legardeur, sieur de Saint-Pierre was born in Canada to Jean-Paul and Marie-Josette Leneuf de La Valliere.  His father was commander of Chagouamigon and when Jacques began his career as a Second Ensign he commanded his father's old post. He spent time commanding Fort Beauharnois, Fort Michilimackinac and other western reaches of the empire.   Jacques was commanding French troops at the newly established Fort Le Boeuf when he was visited by a delegation from Virginia.  George Washington, sent by Governor Dinwiddie, demanded France’s removal from the valley.  Washington returned to Virginia knowing the French were not going to leave.  In September 1755, Jacques was killed while leading a force of Mohawks & Canadians against a British force near Lake George.
	Louis de Villiers

1710-1757
Captain
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The War that Made America 
	Louis Coulon de Villiers was born in Canada to a prominent French family. He had 7 brothers and by the end of the Seven Years War, only one survived.  At Ft. Duquene, he learned of the death of his brother and sought to lead an expedition against the British.  His orders were to "march against the English . . . in order to avenge ourselves and chastise them for having violated the most sacred laws of civilized nations."  On July 3, his force arrived at Fort Necessity,  surrounded and then defeated Washington’s troops.  .  De Villiers  considered Washington personally responsible for his brother's death so he inserted a clause   that described Jumonville's death as an "assassination". Washington, who did not speak French, signed the document. The confession was used as justification for France to attack Great Britain in 1756. 

	Monceau

1718-unknown
Canadian soldier
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The War that Made America 
	A 36-year old Canadian, who spoke several Indian tongues, was known for his strength and swiftness of foot.  He was sometimes called Heap. On the morning of May 28, 1754, he left the French camp to attend to an early morning call of nature.  He heard noises in the forest and then rifle shots. After hearing a second volley, he decided to escape.  After 6 days he reached Ft. Duquesne, barefoot and starving, to tell of the defeat of the Jumonville mission.  What Monceau actually said is not known but Contrecoeur related to the Marquis Duquesne that Monceau had seen Mr. de Jumonville order a halt to the firing.  Then the French troops gathered to Jumonville as he tried to read the summons, but he was wounded.
	Pierre de Contrecoeur

1706-1775
Commander
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The War that Made America 
	Claude Pierre Pécaudy, sieur de Contrecoeur, was born in New France in 1706.  He became a soldier and advanced to captain in the marine troops.   On an April day in 1754, he appeared with artillery and 500 men at the Forks of the Ohio.   He ordered Virginia Ensign Ward to surrender Trent’s Fort (It was going to be called Ft. Prince George).  When the Virginian’s left, Contrecoeur razed the fort and erected Fort Duquesne.  Contrecoeur became commander of the line of forts extending from Presque Isle to the Ohio. In 1756 he was created a chevalier of the order of St. Louis.   



	Louis XV

1710-1774

King of France
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The War that Made America
	With the death of his great-grandfather Louis XIV, a five-year old became the King of France.  The words of Louis XV’s predecessor to him were, "My child, you are going to be a great king. Do not imitate me in my liking for buildings and for wars. On the contrary, do try to have peace with your neighbors.”  The pinnacle of his reign would be marked by the War of the Austrian Succession when France occupied modern-day Belgium. This began an effort to expand his country’s border to the Rhine River. This also placed the king at the peak of his popularity.  Unfortunately, Louis XV was left with no choice but to enter the Seven Years War.  The results saw a decline in the French empire and the demise of his personal popularity. When he died of smallpox at the Palace of Versailles, he was the first Bourbon whose heart was not, as tradition demanded, cut out and placed in a special coffin.
	Jean-Daniel Dumas  
1721-1794
Captain  
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The War that Made America
	Born in France, he was appointed a Captain of marines in 1750.  Following the death of Beaujeu during the Battle of the Monongahela, Dumas   led the combined force that defeated General Braddock.    He succeeded to the command of Fort Duquesne and organized raiding parties of French and Indians.  He wrote, “"...I have succeeded in ruining the three adjacent provinces, Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia, driving off the inhabitants, and totally destroying the settlements.  Indian villages are full of prisoners of every age and sex."   Dumas was transferred to Quebec and promoted major of the city.  Early in 1759 he was commissioned Major General Inspector of troops in Canada and fought under Montcalm against Wolfe. 



	Jacques Maurice Vigneau

1702 – 1772
Merchant/Ship-owner
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The War that Made America
	Born in the Acadian village of Port Royal.  His father was a fisherman who owned his own boat. Jacques interacted very easily with people from other cultures; in fact he spoke French, Mi’kmaq, and English. He married and began a family in Beaubassin where he became a successful shipping merchant.  He did business with the British and his family provided assistance to the military.  Vigneau did not wish to swear alliance to either France or Great Britain; he desired his independence. One New England soldier remarked that Vigneau “is very good and takes fatherly care of us.”  In the fall of 1755, he and his family were shipped to Georgia.  With his skills and the desires of the various British colonies not to house Acadians, Vigneau migrated to Miquelon.  In 1767 the French colonial government sent Acadians to France.  Within a year he returned to Miquelon.


	Baron de Dieskau

1701 - 1767
General
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The War that Made America
 
	Jean-Armand Dieskau, French general assigned to capture Ft. Oswego.  Instead he went after Johnson’s army since he knew the British plans thanks to documents left on the field following Braddock’s defeat.  In September 1755, he ambushed the provincial troops and Mohawk Indians led by Chief Hendrick. His troops chased the decimated enemy to their camp at the base of Lake George.  William Johnson‘s command quickly assembled defenses and became well entrenched.  Dieskau’s Canadians and Indians sought cover, but Dieskau led his regular troops forward.  He was shot, captured and remained a prisoner until 1763.

	Fr. Denys Baron, P.R.

c.1716- 1758
Chaplain
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The War that Made America
	Father Baron was born Charles Baron in France.  In 1741, He professed his vows with the Recollect Branch of the First Order of St. Francis, and took the name of Denys.  Fr. Baron served at Ft. Presque Isle and Ft. Venango.  He accompanied Capt. Pierre de Contrecoeur’s expedition to the forks of the Ohio.  On April 17, 1754, the day after their arrival, Baron celebrated the first Mass at the chapel they called the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary at the Beautiful River.  On that noted day for the French in July 1755, Chaplain Baron heard Captain Beaujeu’s confession and gave him Holy Communion. Beaujeu lay prostrate at the alter, and then led French and Indians into battle against Braddock.
	Celoron de Blainville
1693-1759
Captain
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The War that Made America
	Pierre-Joseph Céloron  de Blainville was born in Montreal. As the son of a career military officer, he entered the army as a cadet at age 13. In 1749, Céloron led an expedition down the Ohio River to reclaim the land for the French. Céloron fastened metal plates to trees and buried lead plates in the ground to show the land belonged to France.  He traveled 3,000 miles in four months and was able to estimate how much trade was occurring between the British and the Indians.  Céloron also realized that the American Indians wanted the British to stay since they sold their goods for less than the French. In his final report, Céloron did not paint a hopeful picture. He ended by saying, "All that I can say is that the nations in these localities are very badly disposed towards the French, and are entirely devoted to the English. I do not know in what way they could be brought back."   He served as the commander of Fort Detroit and Fort Niagara among other assignments. 

	Marquis de Montcalm
1712-1759

Major General
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The War that Made America
	Louis Joseph de Montcalm-Gozon was born in France. At age 15 he entered the army as an ensign in his father’s regiment. He was promoted often and served well in several conflicts. On the death of his father, he became the Marquis de Montcalm. 
In 1756 he was sent to Canada as commander-in-chief of the French force replacing Baron Dieskau. His army was successful at Fort Oswego and Fort William Henry. He repulsed the British attack on Fort Ticonderoga. Montcalm did not like to rely on Native Americans and soon the Indians abandoned him. 
He defended Quebec against the army of Wolfe but was defeated at the battle of the Plains of Abraham where he was mortally wounded. 


	de Bougainville
1729-1811
Captain of Dragoons
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The War that Made America
	Louis-Antoine de Bougain-ville was born in France and was educated in the law.    He accompanied General Montcalm to Canada as his aide-de-camp in 1756.  He fought at Osewago, Ft. William Henry, Ticonderoga, Quebec and Montreal.  He was captured and as per his surrender agreement did not fight against the British during the rest of the war.   He published a mathematics book, helped popularize Rousseau's theories on the morality of humanity in its natural state, led a scientific expedition, explored the Pacific Ocean  and was the first Frenchman to sail around the world.   He was in command of a French ship and eventually promoted to vice-admiral.  Napoleon made him a senator, count of the empire, and member of the Legion of Honour.   

	La Galissonière  

1693- 1756
Governor-General of Canada  
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The War that Made America
	Marquis de Roland-Michel Barrin de La Galissonière rose through the naval ranks and became an admiral.  He was appointed commandant general of New France in 1747 since Canada was managed by the Marine Department.  La Galissonière was energetic in maintaining the interests of France and the viable economic asset in classic mercantilist terms.  He also   had broad humanistic and scientific interests so he had his officers collect botanical specimens from across the colony.  His report on France's colonies, La Galissonière's engaging personality, intelligence and fervent activity on the colony's behalf made him popular.      In 1756 he commanded the French fleet that defeated British Admiral Byng’s forces at Minorca.
	Philippe Thomas Joncaire 
1707-1766
Captain
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The War that Made America
 
	Joncaire was ordered to prevent the English from making any treaties in the Ohio country. He sent a letter to the Governor of Pennsylvania indicating that the land belonged to the King of France and all traders were to retire from the area. He commanded the French advanced outpost at Venango.    In 1753, he was at a cabin previously occupied by the Pennsylvania trader, John Frazer, when he was visited by a delegation from Virginia led by George Washington. Washington attempted to deliver a letter from Dinwiddie, but was told it needed to be taken to Fort Le Beauf. Joncaire and his fellow officers entertained the Virginian.  During the meal Washington was told that the French intended to take possession of the Ohio.


	Peter Chartier  

c.1697- unknown
French Trader  

[image: image19.jpg]K






The War that Made America 
	1
 Martin Chartier accompanied La Salle on his 1687 exploration. Later Martin’s Shawnee wife gave birth to Peter (Pierre) probably in Maryland.  The Chartiers migrated into Lancaster County where Martin applied for title to land from the Penns.  Peter was an early land owner in what is now New Cumberland.  Chartier and the Shawnee moved farther west where three towns were formed: French Town, Chartier’s Town and Kiskiminetas Town.  During King George’s War, Chartier was known to have ambushed British traders.  During the French and Indian War, he moved south to Alabama where the ‘Frenchman’  was known to have negotiated treaties  for the Shawnee with the Governor of South Carolina and with the Governor of Louisiana at the same time.
	Pierre Paul Marin

1692-1753 
Captain
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The War that Made America 
	Paul Marin de La Malgue was born in Montreal.  The son of a colonial regular officer, Marin was commissioned an ensign in the colonial service.  He served in a political role to placate the natives to stay attached to the French.  He made countless treks to trade with the natives to ensure their allegiance even if the French did not make a profit.  In 1750 Governor Duquesne placed Marin in command of an expedition to fortify the south shore of Lake Erie, make French Creek navigable and to clear a route to the Ohio River. Marin captured British fur-traders to show that the French controlled the region.  He rebuked Tanaghrisson when told the land belonged to the Iroquois.  He died from exhaustion at Ft. Fort de la Bœuf.


